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Commendations of Tobias Crisp's Sermons

"Antinomianism was the term applied to the teaching of Dr. Tobias Crisp. He had
been an Arminian, but became an ardent Calvinist . .. He was a man of strong faith,
ardent zeal, holy life, and great devotion and faithfulness in his ministerial work. He
was called an Antinomian, but the term was misapplied."

CHARLES H. SPURGEON

The Sword & The Trowel. (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1887)

Pages 123-124.

"I look on Dr. Crisp, as by no means an Antinomian, but as a deeply convinced and
holy divine, pressing after gospel light."

JOHN BROWN of Haddington

Memoirs of the Life of the Late Rev. James Hervey, A. M. (London, 1822)

Page 31.

"Do not harbor any fear, Madam, concerning the propriety of your sending Dr. Crisp’s
sermons to Mr. K__. They are the very discourses which he wants. Especially, if he is
inclined to distress of conscience, on account of his spiritual state. | know not any
treatises more proper, or more excellently calculated, to administer solid consolation.
They are, under the divine influence, one of my first counselors, and principle
comforters. They often drop manna and balm upon my fainting and sickly graces.
The LORD JESUS CHRIST grant that your Ladyship may experience the soul-
cheering, conscience-healing, heart-reviving power of these precious doctrines.
Doctor Crisp has, as you justly observe, some expressions, which seem to contradict
positive commands or peremptory assertions of Scripture. But these expressions,
when examined and explained, will generally be found to coincide with the truth that
is in JESUS. They are not contrary to the pure Word of the Gospel, but, to our
preconceived ideas. We have not been accustomed to the joyful sound of grace and
salvation — infinitely rich grace, and perfectly free salvation — therefore they are a
strange language to our ears."

JAMES HERVEY

Letters to the Right Honorable Lady Francis Shirley. (London, 1782)

Letter 43, Page 221.

"No man under heaven could more fully have expressed himself than Dr. Crisp has
done, in some of the very sermons to which the [John Gill] notes are subjoined,
concerning the moral law as a rule of conduct both for sinners and saints. And if this
were his creed . . . How can he be chargeable with Antinomianism? It is pretty well
known, and deserves to be repeated, that Dr. Crisp wanted not, in his day, the
testimonies of men of the greatest figure in learning and religion, to his character and
usefulness; particularly the famous Dr. William Twisse, Prolocutor to the Assembly of
Divines, who expressed that he had read Dr. Crisp’s Sermons, and could give 'no
reason' why they were opposed, but because so many were converted by his
preaching; and, said he, so few by ours."

JOHN RIPPON

A Brief Memoir of the Life & Writings of John Gill. (London: J. Bennett, 1838)

Pages 66-67.



"Tobias Crisp’s sermons are a reservoir for the spiritual nourishment of Christ’s
people."

JAMES HERVEY

Collection of Letters appended to John Ryland’s - The Character of the Rev. James
Hervey, A. M. (London, 1791)

Letter 7, Page 14.

"It will not be easy to find in the whole of the English language, among the best
evangelical and practical writers, any sermons, which, for solidity of matter, precision
of ideas, and 'the circumnavigation of the subject,’ equal, not to say excel, the
substance of Dr. Crisp's four Discourses, in one hundred pages, entitled, Free Grace
the Teacher of Good Works. These should be read before Dr. Crisp is called an
Antinomian. But if they are read and understood, and this opprobrious term is yet
applied to their author, the charge of Antinomian may then be brought — but in 'the
day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, it will righteously apply,
not to Dr. Crisp, but to the man who has audacity enough to sin against the law of
God and man, by bearing FALSE witness against his neighbor.' If this had not been
Dr. Gill's full conviction respecting Dr. Crisp, he never would have written explanatory
notes on some paragraphs of his Sermons, and commendatory notes on others."
JOHN RIPPON

A Brief Memoir of the Life & Writings of John Gill. (London: J. Bennett, 1838)

Pages 69-70.

"If I had only one hundred pounds in the world, and Dr. Crisp’s book could not be
procured for less than fifty, | would give that sum rather than be without it; | have
found more satisfaction in it, than in all the books in the world, except the Bible."
THOMAS COLE

Principal, St. Mary’s Hall, Oxford.

"Memoir of the Life of Tobias Crisp."

Christ Alone Exalted. 7th Edition.

(London: John Bennett, 1832) Page vii.
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TO THE

IMPARTIAL READER.

ReapEg,

TruTH needs no shield to shelter it; her own bare breasts
are armour of proof against all daring darts of ignorance and
pride ; and therefore walks fearless in the midst of all those
vollies of bitter words : ~ whoever vaunts in putting on his
harness, Truth only triumphs in putting it off ; this never quits
the field without the garland: God that calleth to the combat,
carrieth on with a conquering hand; the gates of hell assault,
but prevail not: we can do nothing against the truth, but for
the truth. The prince of the air musters up his forces, and
retreats ; his black guard falls on with him, and are shamefully
beaten back ; kings with their armies fly before it; the powers
of darkness, like Jehu, march against it, furiously they attempt
to storm: but at the brightness that is before this Sun, the thick
clouds remove; one of truth subverts the tents of darkness.
What is stronger than truth, whose going out is as the morning,
and riseth up to a glorious day? That ancient emblem is a
true image of truth; a candle in a lanthorn, upon a high hill,
beleaguered with tempestuous blasts, hangs out a flag of de«
fiance, with this motto, Frustra. It is but lost labour, to dig a
trench about that city for which the Lord hath appointed salva-
tion for walls and bulwarks; but though it be secured from
subversion, yet it is not protected from opposition: you know
how it went with Christ; was not his cradle cut cut of the same
wood, of which his cross was made? His first entrance upon
the stage of this world, portended a black day at his departing :



iv TO THE IMPARTIAL READER.

his sudden flight into Egypt from Herod’s barbarous jealousy,
was but the prologue to that sad tragedy, which he ended on
Mount Calvary ; nor may his children or servants expect better
entertainment ; bonds or afflictions, or both, abide them that are
faithful ; they have called the master an impostor or glutton,
Beelzebub ; Is the servant above his Lord ? I know this servant
of truth hath had his share in suffering for it; envious men
pursue those that out-go them ; a Pharisee will stone any, even
Christ, that shall presume to teach them beyond their old
divinity. Much dirty geer hath been cast upon the author of
this book, which, if it could have fastened on him, I were (by
special engagements) bound to wipe it off; but a false tongue
cannot make a guilty person: Rabsheka’s railing made mno
breach in Jerusalem’s walls. Christ alone must be exalted, and
all flesh made his footstool. .

But there be some who seek to darken the wisdom of God
with the works of men, and draw a specious veil over divine
mysteries, that so (it may be not intentionally) understanding is
hid from the simple ; these make a fair shew in the flesh. But I
had rather see the king in his plainest clothes, than his fool in a
painted coat. Where is the scribe ? where is the wise ? where is
the disputer of this world ? the loftiness of man must be laid low,
his glory buried in the dust, all his perfections come to an end :
but if thou desirest to see truth in a comely dress, and clear
complexion, thou mayest have a full view thereof in this ensuing'
discourse. Say not the treatise is too small to contain so vast a
subject, but rather admire his skill that discovers so much of
heaven through so small a perspective. We applaud their art
that contract the wide world into the narrow compass of a
slender map : what a deal of worth is in a little diamond ? How
do men prize the dust of gold? Despise not small things; say
not it is a little book; a little star may light thee to Christ;
great bodies have most humours ; grosser volumes commonly are
thickened with too much earth. If thou ask what is in this? I



TO THE IMPARTIAL READER. v

answer, as the voice once spake to Austin, Tolle lege : or as
Philip to Nathaniel, Come and see. If I should say all that I
know of the author, some that know me would say that I flatter
him, because of my relation to him in his life, though I know
there is little to be gotten by dead men’s favour. But this I
shall be bold to affirm, there is no Antinomianism in the title or
tract ; and from all vicious licentiousness of life, and scandalous
aspersions cast on his person by lying lips, I stand upon my
own experience, and more than twelve years knowledge to vin-
dicate him ; let the father of lies, and all his brood, come forth
to make good their charge against him. I fear not to appear in
his cause; yea, if I should not open my mouth in his behalf,
whose industry and integrity God and his saints have so much
approved, and from whose labours and yoke-fellow I have
reaped so much comfort, if yet I should be silent, I desire to
be marked with a black coal.

Try him now, and judge; thou wilt find no poison in his
hive ; no serpent lurks under his leaves ; Zolle, lege, come, and
see whether Jesus of Nazareth be not here ; not sealed up in a
sepulchre, and guarded with a rude train to keep his disciples
from him, as the high priests used to do; but thou shalt find
him in his garden, opening his fountain, blowing on his spices,
leading into his banqueting-house, staying with flagons, com-
forting on every side : thou shalt find more in this book than I
will promise ; only be persuaded to peruse it; if thou lovest
thy rest, read it : here is news of dry land, footing for thy soul,
the olive-branch doth witness it; fear not, be not dismayed ;
the waters are abated ; let not thy sloth make thee guilty of thy
misery. Will not the weather-beaten mariner employ all his
strength and oars to thrust into a quiet harbour ? Is any thing
more desired by the chased hart, than the cooling streams?
‘How do men, pursued by the enemy, rejoice in the shelter of a
strong hold? Can any thing be more welcome to a notorious
offender, justly condemned, than a gracious pardon? Is not



vi TO THE IMPARTIAL READER.

God and his righteousness all this, and much more to a poor
creature in such conditions? Behold a haven, a brook, a tower,
a pardon, a full, a free pardon, a ramsom for thy soul; the
righteousness of God breaking through the sides, the hands, the
heart of Christ, to make way to thee, to revive thy dying,
drooping, bleeding heart. Incline thine ear, hearken for the
time to come ; hear, and thy soul shall live ; forsake not thine
own mercies, to observe lying vanities ; lean not to the reeds of
Egypt, when thou hast the rod of God’s strength put into thy
hand : shall there be a price in the hand, and no heart to it? It
may be thy feet have not yet stumbled, though thou hast walked
on the hills of earth, the mountains of the world, the high
mountains of the flesh, thy way hath been smooth and easy; so
is the wild ass’s till her month overtake her: thy conscience,
perbaps, hath fancied some shadow of peace by the dull glim-
mering of an earthly spark : but they that walk in the light, at
last lie down in sorrow, Isaiah 1. 11.

Be not proud, therefore, but give glory to God, before he
cause darkness, before he turn your light into the shadow of
death, and make it gross darkness ; that darkness that might be
felt, was not the least of the Egyptian plagues: what greater
torment than the conscience once sensible of being destitute of
the light of life ; the author’s aim is to lead thee into Goshen,
to guide thy feet into the way of peace; follow him, walk in
the steps of the faith of our father Abraham, that faith, of
which circumecision was no cause, nor evidence to himself; for
he had it, and he knew he had it, before he was circum-
cised ; by this faith he gave glory to God: we give glory to the
robe of God’s righteousness, when we put none of our own
under it to make it sit uneasy, nor wear any of our own upon it,
to obscure the full glory of it; thou wilt find this garment the
best fashion, and as well held forth by this, as by any man,
whose intentions were to cover all blemishes, all sins, to hide all
deformity with it; yet to shelter no lust nor sin under it. I
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might Jaunch out into his life, and call in all his practice to
prove it; but till more need require, I shall refer thee to Mr.
R. L. in his preface to the first volume, and to the present trial
‘of his doctrine. Let a Christian heart moderate a critical eye,
and find fault who can. The God that once breathed the rich
knowledge of himself through the frail organs of this earthen
vessel, into the ears of those that heard him, now dart a greater
glory of his righteousness and grace into the eyes of all their
understandings that shall read him. _

I know I can add no worth to this work ; it is of divine
value, it hath the stamp of heaven, the image of Godis onit;
the author is gone home, aud yet living with the Lord, though
some think the saints die, and like the wicked, leave a stink
behind them. I deny not the mortality of any, nor need I hang
this man’s hearse with ordoriferous encomiums ; yet he that
visits his friend, though never so godly, in the grave, had need
take a little frankincense in his hand, if he be buried among
men ; all the air in the world is so contagiously infected with
the stinking breath of the living, that you cannot come near the
dead without a bundle of myrrh. Malice and madness, like a
gangrena, stands at the tomb and tent of every blessed soul,
erying, Noli me tangere. Of all men, one would have thought
so sweet a man as Christ had needed no spices in his sepulchre ;
for he did no evil, and he saw no corruption ; yet Joseph would
not inter his body without sweet odours, though Mary had
bestowed a whole box of precious ointment on his feet in his
life-time, but a little before his burial. Let the saints walk
never so wisely, warily, circumspectly; let them keep their feet
as clean, as sweet as they can, they had need of their winding-
sheet and coffin perfumed ; I say not with the parasitical smoke
of a perfumed oration, but with a just vindication of their inno-
cency, as occasion shall require. But I hope there will be need
of no engagement from me this way in the author’s behalf; for
his two last sermons in, this volume are a clear vindication of
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him from those common aspersions laid upon him and the
doctrine he preached, which for that reason amongst others, are
now come into the world before their full growth, the author
being taken away before he could bring forth all his concep-
tions in the pursuit of those two subjects; which we desire the
reader candidly to accept as the last breathings forth of the
spirit in that precious saint whilst he was below. But if this
stops not the mouth of envy, I shall not think any cost too
great to raise up and continue the memory of truth’s favourites
and friends ; nor esteem any labour too much, whereby I may
approve myself the friend and servant of Christ Jesus and his
church, otherwise than which (by God’s grace) thou shalt never
find, '

The Subject of Christ,

And Servant of his Saints,

Henry PINNEL.
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"It will not be easy to find in the whole of the English language, among
the best evangelical and practical writers, any sermons, which, for
solidity of matter, precision of ideas, and 'the circumnavigation of the
subject,' equal, not to say excel, the substance of Dr. Crisp's four
Discourses, in one hundred pages, entitled, Free Grace the Teacher of
Good Works. These should be read before Dr. Crisp is called an
Antinomian. But if they are read and understood, and this opprobrious
term is yet applied to their author, the charge of Antinomian may then
be brought — but in 'the day when God shall judge the secrets of men
by Jesus Christ, it will righteously apply, not to Dr. Crisp, but to the man
who has audacity enough to sin against the law of God and man, by
bearing FALSE witness against his neighbor." If this had not been Dr.
Gill’s full conviction respecting Dr. Crisp, he never would have written
explanatory notes on some paragraphs of his Sermons, and
commendatory notes on others."

JOHN RIPPON
A Brief Memoir of the Life & Writings of John Gill.
(London: J. Bennett, 1838) Pages 69-70.

"If I had only one hundred pounds in the world, and Dr. Crisp’s book
could not be procured for less than fifty, | would give that sum rather
than be without it; | have found more satisfaction in it, than in all the
books in the world, except the Bible."

THOMAS COLE

Principal, St. Mary’s Hall, Oxford.
"Memoir of the Life of Tobias Crisp."
Christ Alone Exalted. 7th Edition.
(London: John Bennett, 1832) Page vii.
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